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Explication and Vindication 
l Of the' ft” SECTION of the Short 


OBSERVATIONS 


Nn THE FIRST 


eee and moving - ae” 


X e 1 A t 4 


SYSTEM of PHILOSOPHY, 
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| —— Bebo rw greet a matter a little 2 lindlab 1. 


Mapa M; ; 
HA executed your © Ladyſhip's com- 
miſnon, in in every particular, according to 
inſtroctions your prudence and politenefs 
= out to me. The author preſents his 
* — to your Ladyſhip; 
ackinder ledlirattc due to 
— 2 ſenſe and impartiality, and expreſſes 
grateful obligations to you for theſe fa- 
wourable ſentiments of him, which, he ſays, 
your candour and contempt of the lawleſs 


_— — 2 


[ 4 ] 
with particular” pleaſure 1 tranſmit, to you, 


Madam, a detail of the converſation, I had 
with the author, which I perſuade myſelf 


. 


will give you the ſame ſatisfaction I received 
from him. . = 


den e eie 
TATE mutual compliments; and an ex- 
planation of the motives ta my viſit, I ex- 
preſſed my ſurpriſe at the clamour and re- 
7 which that celebrated firſt ſection of 
is obſervations had occaſtoned;"and wonders 
ed that ſo baſe a miſrepreſentation of his 
meaning ſhould gain any credit among people 
of underſtanding. Neither it does, he re- 
lied, but the odious imputation has been 
* and haſtily circulate by deſignin 
1 175 who hoped that -the' calumny, kl 
ſt other common reports, would be readil 
ſwallowed and propagated by thouſands, who 
would never give themſelves the trouble of 
ring-mto-either the truth or probability 
of the matter. With the ſame view it- was 
at the ſamè time artfully ſurmiſed, that the 
author had rendered the clergy his enemies, 
to his hurt in his buſineſs. I am little 4- 
Fraid, ſaid he, of hurting myſelf by the free- 
dom of my ſentiments. upon any ſubject, 
while both my public and priyate character 
5 th” e irreproachable; But I believe 
the inſinuation is very grofly injurious to, 
Aud unworthy of that > 7 men. I have 
"no general acquaintance. among them, but I 
think myſelf obliged to judge of others by 
Joch of them as I am known to, and there- 
A I git ee «vg pj ee, 
A. 3 c 3 
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3 2 
tion upon both their integrity and under- 
„eee 1. 
ls it poſſible, T ſaid, that the authors of 
the report can be ſo ignorant as to have miſ- 
taken your meaning in that ſection? I can- 
not think it anſwered he. I don't believe 
any perſon ſuſpects me of Atheiſm, tho ſomes 
may have a ſuſpicion of my entertaining ſen- 
timents equally derogatory to any philofbph is 
cal plans and manufacturings of religion. No 
ſon can miſtake what I have faid in the 
_ laſt paragraph of my obſervations on the mo- 
tions of the ſecondary planets,, which is as 
followeth. — Upon the whole, 1 cons 
* clude, There are only two powers with» 
* in the © compaſs of human conception, 
which can be conſidered ſufficient to pro- 
« duce and maintain theſe lofty and intricate 
4, revolutions performed by the heavenly 
. «©. bodies. Theſe are, either the direct an 
« immediate efficacy of an omnipotent think- 
« ing agent, who can vary and bend the mo- 
tions of all the orbs uninterruptedly accord- 
“ ing to his will, and with infinitely more 
«eaſe than a man can move his hand, and 
% whatever he holds in it, in any direction 
« he pleaſes: Or, an inconceivably ſubtile 
« and profound combination of mechanical 
_ «© powers, executed by that fame Artiſt who 
4c gives being and ſtructure unerringly to e- 
« -yery thing after its kind.“ I have in other 
parts of my obſervations more than once in- 
timated my ſuſpicion, that theſe powers of 
motion in nature, which have been generally 
n CONa 
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arrive at no rational evidence w 


1 * 
donſidered as laws, were only the effects of 
refined mechaniſm. Now whether thei ſub 
picion is juſt or not, or whatever is the evi · 


it, yet no perſon can be of that opinion, with+ 
out ſuppoſing an artiſt and author of yore 
Capacity; whereas they who fappoſe ik 
wer conſtantly. employed in 195 
For ought they know may be. 
can — 


m to diſcover dat fac 3 power js 7 
aged 0 


1 aa delves 


what juſtice I am — with — 


Ys diftributive/ juſtice in God. It is for no 
er reaſon, — becauſe Linfer from that in- 


tertexture of 


plicable by human capacities, the neceſſity of 


à revelation, in order to vindicate and exp 2. 
——5 2 of providence in this world. — 
n concluding 
We that 8 Aban upon pilot 
cal Theology, — In 9 
7 taintzes, where, good and evil, 1 — 
* vice, harmony and confuſion, happi 
4 and miſery, life and death, and all 1 
2 contradictions, are undeniably blended to- 
% gether in an — perplexityʒ 


what can ſuch grovelling, bewildered ca- 


+ pacities as ours -infer ? The moſt natural 
* and uf}; teflection that can occur to ſuch 
creatures, even after we are informed thay 


4. theſe things are the reſalt of Infinite goods 


80 — | 


ten- 


[ 


gence 1 may have to propoſt in ſupport! of 


(91 


Au up in datkneſe, in order 
© to co all our impotent pretenſons 


4 to penetration ; and to reduce us tothe 
%% mortifying ncceflity of cunſeſſing, That 
« the author himſelf muſt give a key to his 
+ works, before we can conceive any means 
te ing either in their ſtructure or ends. 
Now Sir, ſaid he, is it ignorance do you 
think, that has prompted the authors of Ach 
accuſations. Why truly, replied I, if it is 
ignorance, it is very groſs ignorance; and I 
cannot help thinking you are fully ſupported 
in what you ſay: There can be no impiety in 
unequal for reſolving ſuch a ſabje&t, when 
of innocence, and the no leſs frequent proſe 
perity of flors, and authors of all other 
violence and wickedneſs in their Hardened 
courſes, with thouſandt of ſuch unfathomable 
diſtributions, were enough to ſhake the firm- 
neſs, not only of perſons who enjoyed the 
benefit of revelation, but of ſuch as were in- 
- 4 thernſelves; as will appear to any pers 
fon who conſults the-{criptures in general; 
and in particular the Ixxiii. Palm. 


- I couLD not help-ſmiling, Madam, hen 
He ſaid; now Sir, I dare ſay that, nowwiths 
{ſanding all this — atheiſm, and 2 
defign to ſubvert all the principles of religion 
raiſed: againſt me, you and every perſon of 
anderftanding muſt perceive, that the ſubs 
ſtance and ſum of al that I have wrote in 
that untortunate ſection, is ne more 2 


dis ef all che philoſophers, and all- the 


— — ̃ —ö0 e ů — - 
2 * 


3 has been long 


041 


divines who have — Theology philoſo - 
2 ly. that ever have been, are, or ſhall be, 

been aſſembled in one general council, 
they could not have dictated that plain and 
ſimple· like ſentence.— In the beginning God 
create 45 beavens and the earth.—— TR 


i is pe" added * that the 8 
tions are abſtracted diſquiſitions, calculated 
merely for the entertainment and examina- 
tion of philoſophers, if they pleaſed; and if 
they had pleaſed, the ſubjects might have 
been canvaſſed among ſuch, if not to the de- 
termination of the points, yet at leaſt with 
out any. cauſe;of umbrage among them, until 
the return of the comet 1080. But ſeein 
ſome are diſpoſed to reduce that ſame gl 
ſection to a religious controverſy, Es | 
ne let chem — ſuch. 10 


thing to prevent the. prize, 
diſputed between the 
atheiſts and deiſts, — being decided in fa · 
vour of the former, but this one obſtacle; If 
atheiſm is the truth, there ought never to 


„ eee 


have been ſuch a thought in the mind of 


man as the ſuppoſition of a creator. Fot if 
the atheiſt proves, as I believe he may, that 


nature cannot demonſtrate its own creation, 


or contains in itſelf no evidence or intima- 


tion that it was once. nothing; then we muſt 
certainly conclude, that what the creation 
eannot intimate or ſuggeſt to the mind of 


„ e en 
A 


* 


T5] 

pofition take its riſe among mankind 
— Every piece of knowledge among 
men, muſt take its riſe either from reaſoning 
upon what is ſuggeſted to the mind by na- 
ture, or from information: There is pot 2 
third channel for conveying inſtruction in 

the ſoul. What cannot be ſuggeſted 70 til 
mind by means of the ſenſes, ona Fueter come 
within the reach of reaſon either to confirm 
it or to improve upon it: What is hid 
to all men's underſtandings; one man cannot 
inform another of; theretore if men have 
univerſally a ſuppoſition among them, which 
nature coùld not excite in their hreaſts, it is an 
infallible proof that they muſt originally have 
derived it by information from God, which 
is revelation. Upon this I make the follows 
ing obſervation  it- is very poflible that an 
. atheiſt may become a chriſtian; but if he 
reaſons ſtrictly; there is no chance of his ever 
becoming a deiſt or profeſſor of natural re- 
ligion: becauſe revelation gives him the ſelf- 
evidence of its on certainty, merely by dif- 
covering to the mind what nothing in the 
whole compais of the unĩvetſe could ſuggeſt 
to it. truth known-which cannot be diſ 
covered, proves itſelf to be revelation. This 
not only fixes che certainty of a fevelation 
among men, but it becomes the criterion, 
and teſt of which is the 'revelation we of all 
others muſt acknowledge as the informa» 
tion of God. While the general acknow>- 
ledgment of a God ſtands as an immoveable 
proof, that there muſt-have been a diſcovery 
made by him of Himſelf to men, no man 2 
sr | =, 


- 


er mono 


| . 


(owl 
be at a loſs to find out hie is the revelation 
chat makes that diſcoyery, with many others 
which it could. never — — 
hears of e c 1s Lure. 0. ; 


* 422 2 


| Hex L incrrupted the author, by aſking 
bim, How the 
any ſuch, 
ment 


profeſied:atheilts, if thore were 
teſiſt the force of his argu- 
againſt them? He faid, be believed 
they were pretty ach at loſs upon that 
ſubject; — little of their writungs, but 
If, for confirmation of what he ſaid any per- 
fons had a mind. to conſult their writings, he 
— —— — that whale-the a- 


Duo fob ae 16s 


t ſuch an an- 


queſtion... There. in 4 Stain beyond 
which every ſet of men who — fyſtem 

will not argue, there they fin: if yon offer 
to — — forther, they: will laugh 


at yoo 51 and if they find that will not do, you 


put — Eyery perſom muſt 


gz] | 
knypreceptible powers as they knew by theie 
effects do exiſt, they cannot terrify themſelves 
with the exiſtence of a power which neither 
to them. FS 
- InDdzrD it muſt be owned there was a 
FR of juſtice in that ſaying, as it was 
firſt applied, for in theſe days all the imper» 
ceptible powers in nature, ſuch as the motions 
the celeſtial bodies, the influences of the 
ſun and air, earthquakes, thunder, all other 
meteors, and a thouſand other accidents ani 
things in nature, which were known to be 
* beneficial” or hurtful to men, were a- 
icribed to the influence of ſome one intellꝭ- 
gent power or another: Theſe were all re- 
ſpected as deĩties: So brightly did the lights 
of philoſophy ſhine in the world in general for 
ſeveral thouſand years l So with juſtice might 
the poet (whoſe philoſophy taught him that 
theſe were neceſſary agents, whatever the na- 
ture of their power was) ſay at that time, that 
fear created theſe powers into reſpectable De- 
ities. But tho fear might protnpt men to re- 
verence every power they wete afraid of, fear 
could never prompt men to a preſumption of 
the worlds being once nothing, and 
tially to the ion of a creator. In jui- 
tice alſo to the fair and plain reaſoning of the 
heathens, it ought to be obſerved, that they 
always fixed upon an intelligent agent, when- 
ever they could not diſcern mechaniſm, or 
| purſue the connexion of cauſe and effect any 
| Jurther. — — ‚ 
8 | | they 
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the deifts cannot prove a Creator, and if the 


f > } 
they have traced nature into Dower: which 
they don't pretend to explain, nor to deter- 
mine whether they are ſpiritual or not; if 
they ſtill won't acknowledge theſe as intel 
lectual powers, but profeſs to believe à Erh 
ator ſuperiour to them; 1 find no fault with 
them: I am perſuaded of the Tame myſelf, 
not by philoſophy, but upon the evidence of 
my own utter incapacity for having ever fo 
much as dreamed of ſuch a thing, unleſs I had 
been told it; and conſequently upon the von- 
viction, that ſuch information muſt have been 
originally communicated by on E who well 
knew, what it was not in the power of any 
of mankind to know, unleſs he had told 


I eovr'D not help agreeing, Madam, 
with the author's reaſoning and obſervations; 
For certainly what is undiſcoverable by us, 
and yet acknowledged amongſt us, is its own 
voucher, that it is a revelation. So that if 


atheiſts cannot account for the origin of a 
luppoſition acknowledged and received by us, 
vhich can neither be ſuggeſted to our percep- 


tions nor deduced by our underſtandings ; then 


certainly there can be only one other ſource 
from hence the knowledge of ſuch a truth 
ean be derived. He anſwered, that the truth 
of that concluſion was confirmed by matter of 
fact, and the juſteſt obſervations; ſeveral of 


Which he mentioned to me. Such as, It is 
evident that the acknowledgement of God, 
the author of all things, was never intended 


1 
WELLES 
* 


= 


— 


to 


E W 1 

to be either acquired or propagated among 

mankind by philoſophy, or abſtracted rea- 
ſonings and ſcrutinies. It is a truth the ac- 
knowledgement of which was intended to be 
uniuerſal; whereas we are too certain that 
either juſt or abſtracted reaſoning. can ſcarce- 
ly be imputed to a great many of the few! 
among mankind, who aim at the reputation 
of philoſophers ; Hence we muſt infer, that 
the evidence of any truth which was com- 
municated for the general information of our: | 
ſpecies, could never be intended to depend 
upon arguments which few minds are able 
to form; nay, which when ſtated to them, 
few can comprehend. To take an examples 
fays he, from the preſumed end of this world, 
Idſtead- of 'its*beginthurig : Suppate a mathe- 
matician ſhould aſſure a thouſand common 

people, who already make no doubt of the 

matter, upon the credit of teſtimony, that the 

world muſt neceſſarily have an end, which 


. could be proved by the exact obſervation of 
* aſtronomers, . who had found that the earth 
; approached ſome. ſeconds nearer. the ſun at 
Y the end of a.thouſand years, than it was at 
a the beginning of that time. I apprehend it 
y would require fome calculation to aſcertain in 
2 what proportion the teſtimony of the mathe- 
4 matician would corroborate the teſtimony of 
1 God, Which that thouſand people were pre- 
1 viouſly crediting. For while they were in 
capable of following out his demonſtration, 
| 


they could never comprehend. his. evidence, 
zud ſo maſt reſt on his teſtimony of the cer- 

tainty and concluſiveneſs of the obſervation. 
—-_ | Hence 
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ance I ruft conclude, that as fte ten dam 
proſecute ſuch evidence upon any point, {8 
the knowledge of theſe bow 8 
intended to be univerſal, muſt reſt 

more ſimple evidence: And 4 are fore 
truths which God muſt have intended that 
ſimple plain men ſhould be as ſure of as the 
learned and the wile; I muſt beg the wiſe 
men's pardon for being of opinion, that the 
evidence which muſt juſtify the body -of 
mankind in any important acknowledgement, 
uſt be evidence ſufficient for the philef6» 
phers alſo, and can draw little additional ore- 
dit from the acuteneſs of either Wi er 
122 or W 195 


A0 A1 8. The objec of Faith 2 
that evidence and certainty in themſelves, 
merely by their being known, which eithet 
reaſoning or demonſtration can give in mats 
ters to Which theie are applicable. The 
Enowledgeof a truth, or of a ſyſtem of truths; = 
maden, the natural powers of thought, 

is a miracle of a ſuperidur nature to any tens 

able one: d is « flanking miratle in tbe ins 
tellettual world : It is as much à miracle ag 
z fixth ſenſe impreſſed upon our natures 
would be, and its certainty is wholly of that 
kind which would be conveyed by the ob- 
of that ſenſe crouding into our minds, 
Hence we. muſt : conclude, that the Creator 
has made faith, and the evidence contained iu 
; what be teſtifies, eſſential to the'conftitution 
of man. He has given us a conviction of is 


in the affairs of this life, 8 | 
a | | N 


— 


fie 1 


that, ar of all the ſc ſophiſtry we 
can aſe pr: -onrſelves, - the carding 
of ſoeiety and knowledge, with 
Fr the general actions or buſineſs of life, are 
moved by ih and farb. Fipite- crea 
tures cannot he — 46 ſabisfy their 
ſenſes, and they want omniſcĩence to acquaint 
them with wimnt they muſt no-: Their ex- 
iſtence is only in the t time and they 
7 rely upon teſtimony for theknowled 
and future; beſides, we are 
by ar” indiſpenfible neceſſity nurſed up from 
2 ſtate of infaney and childhood; when im- 
leit credit is the unly rational! function we 
en  Eterciſe.* Carl dbeuments be more 
ſtron laid for the tyeceſh p and Feta 
E our depending on the of ap am- 


— 


niſeient infallible” Creator? — 
derations it e was awya 
f our not acqui 129 that kind of eviden 


which be gives by te effemeny, that he laid t 
facts from which ſuch a conclufion neteffaris 
4 ariſes ſo obvious ang ſtrong in our conſti- 

tions? -in order, a; or Other, 
ſtrike us with unanſwerable N wad 
| W hs wilt alesy - 4 er. 


Ae Ft” ere ee ud 
anther,” whittever knowledge is the effect of 
man's*'own Teafon;* refle&ion vr obſervatio 

tan never be loft nor corrupted hy theſe m 

afterwards: But theſe truths vic we des 
rive only from teftimony, and tie acknow- 
ledgement of which d upon it entirely, 
Kay be both cotru -and loſt: in a great 


mca+ 


(6 } 


* 


| meaſure. 1e i is adhering to the means, which 


nvey to. us our information, and theſe only, 
chat can preſerve our knowledge of an things 

That we diſcover or acquire by. . 
can never either loſe or corrupt by reaſening 
But on the other hand, I — Ae whats 
evcr is diſcovered to us by teftimony,. and 
what we have no other means of knowing, 
can never be improyed r 1s and phi- 
loſophical penetration. Ae arg 150 
modeſtly.;. it muſt be corru REY bz 
not this 1 confirmed by t — xperi- 

mankind 2. It is Gn — I 
hat the. knowledge of God was 17 


| * the, | preſly de } 
at it was by wiſdom that the world Joſt — 
| qwledge of God; which if it has any 
caning, muſt be PS That the world, 
ate bung to cultivate divine . information 
their own, reaſoning. loſt the oy ings 
z that is to lay, of es Gag . 


Tas. berip ture fill exp! explains the, think 
Tus 65 * God for the wiſeſt purpoſes 
and ends, 1 — 15 er to connect wil 
the original diſcovery of himſelf to men, a 

Atem af natural or material figures and 
hadows, of What in due time he was to ful. 
and explain to them more explicitly af- 
er wards ; therefore the wiſdom of man 
which in theſe days made no exception to 
that mode of inſtruction, however all it ma 
appear to out philoſophical —— 
gow) judged it mighty * as they 


1 t 
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ſaw there were numberleſs other very prope? 
| | ay > figures of the divine attributes and 
future defigns to be found; they, I ſay, there- 
fore judged it vaſtly proper to multiply and 
encreaſe the figurative ſyſtem of knowledge; 
and ſo they proceeded in their wiſdom, till 
they knew not how to diſtinguiſh God from 
the figures they had wiſely invented. Thus 
in proceſs of time they changed the glory f 
the incorruptible God, into an image made 
like unto corruptible man, and to birds, and 
four footed beafls, and creeping things: In 
ſhort, profeſſing to be wile, they became 
fools. That this was the ſtate of mankind 
from which all the -philoſophy in the worl 
could never recover them, till a further teſ- 
timony from God gradually opened their eyes, 
at leaſt in ſore meaſure, is beyond the denial 
of the wildeſt ſceptic. From whence every 
rational man muſt infer, that bat knowledge 
we derive from teſtimony,” cannot be iinproved 


E reaſoning. : 54. 


LE r us ſee again, what improvement the 
wiſdom of philoſophy and abſtracted reaſon- 
ing has made in our own days, of the infor- 
mation God has given us of himſelf? What im- 
provement has been made on the Divine teſ- 
timony by the ableſt demonſtrator of a pbi- 
laſopbical God. God has declared himſelf 
in three relations: In each of which (tho' as 
clearly diſtinguiſhed to us in the diſcovery, 
as perſonality is among men) he teſtifies there 
is an equality of perfections and powers uni- 

in one common underſtanding and will, 
, - 


8 * 
— | Ad : 7 
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ſophical reaſoning, to matters 
reach of our conceptions. 


1y one Organ for each ſenſe.” They had on! 
one eye, one ear, and one noſtril, but each 
ö vigorous, that they found no paſſible defect in 
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co-operating relatively in, all r 
relations ate diſcovered to pO perfectly 
ted to our circumſtances, ant equally enga- 
ed in thie execution of an infinite plan upon 
which our eternal W +8; happineſs 5 

ds. Says philo theſe things cannot 
: It is contrary to e Hay i | 
tion: Tt is a contradiction in e 
-which is the ſame thing. Sound reaſon 
teaches us, that God exits; in. perfect. unity ; 
Jafinite ſpace is his ſenſorium receptacle, the 
organ or refidence of his being and perfec- 
tions, or I don't know what to call it; 
which'means, be who ſay She filleth all things, 
is likewiſe made to fill 4 And as my 
pace is infinite, ende Ba e unity, ſo 

muſt he be. The following adde however, 

ves a tolerably clear view _ the juſtice of 
de application of what is called ſtrict philo- 
— the 


. 


In the days of fables, there was a nation | 
of philoſophers, who. were excluded. from all 


communication with men of an ordinary 


make. Theit form was in this, 8 
extraordinary ; were endowed with 


their, own frame. The favercign_ of that 


peop ple had never been ſeen b 7: for he 


Tefded-in an inacceſſible palace, which, at 
the ſame time, was ſo advantageouſly fituated, 


That from thence be e all their 


_— 


” wo 


r 


TT ͤœ ! a ̃tt̃ ̃ũ re es 
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diſtrict. . The philoſophers were very deſi- 


rous of procuring, by ſome effort of their own, 


view of the prince's perſon : However, he 
who was acquainted with their curioſity and 
temper, judged it more proper to fend them 
a deſcription of it ; and among other things 
informed them that he had zo eyes; &c. 
This account threw the whole nation into a 
flame of controverſy among themſelves. Some 
were. for believing the account brought to 
them, becauſe they could find no exception 
to the credentials of the meflengers ho car- 
ried them the information; and they could 
ſee no intereſt the prince had to ſerve by im- 
poſing upon them. Others, who could not 
form any juſt idea of ſuch an unaccountable 
phenomenon, were for conſidering one of the 


eyes, as ſomething like a ſpying-glaſs to the 
other. But the moſt philoſophical diſputants 


amongſt them, reaſoned. thus: They faid-it 
was as impoſſible that one /ez/e could have 
two organs, as it was that two or three could 
in any reſpe& be one. Is not each ſenſe one 
and indiviſible? How is it poſſible then, that 
one ſenſe can exiſt in different organs, and 
yet be. indiviſible? If we bad two eyes, we 
muſt alſo have two ſenſes of ſeeing: It is im- 
poſſible that each eye could ſee the ſame ob- 


ject, without ſecing; it double. If we had 
two eyes we would have two ſenſes, and if 


we had two ſenſes, it would make each of us 


two individuals. Two organs of fenſe muſt 


make two impreſſions 3 two impreſſions mult 
make two ſenſes ; and two ſenſes of the ſame 


undiſtinguiſhable kind, can only exiſt in two 
Wt. „ e different 
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different beings. Away with ſuch nonſenſe! 


— This was ſound reaſoning and gained many - 
orators to enforce the deciſiveneſs of it. 


THe reaſoning is very clear, I replied to 
the author, and I much queſtion if two eyed 
people can detect any fallacy in it; tho' they 
know the contrary, and are experimentally 
confirmed in it by ſenſible evidence. But to 
drop the fable, one would think ſuch reaſon- 
ers would ſupport their divinity much better, 
if they would throw aſide the ſcriptures en- 
tirely; for if theſe declare any one truth 
with preciſion, it is, That JE SUS CHRIS ＋Tf 
created the world and all things viſible and 
inviſible, and upholds them (which is nothing 
different from a continued exertion of crea- 
tive power) by the word of his power. It is 
very true, replied the author; but you are not 
to conſider philoſophical Theology as always 
employed in diſcovering evidence: It has a 
great deal of work cut out for it, and more 
than it will ſoon put thro' its hands, in de- 
ſtroying the evidence that may appear for 
theſe things philoſophy cannot admit of. I 
don't underſtand theſe things, faid I; but I 
have no idea of either the wiſdom or piety 
of that philoſophy, that teaches, in effect, 
that the Creator was made himſelf : That 
the Creator ought not to be worſhipped. 


How can men plead for the evidence of na- 


ture to prove there is a Gop; if creating 
does not characteriſe One God, and conſti- 
tute him the object of worthip ? | 

1 


r 


Sos 


I'Don'T know well what they ſay, an- 


ſwered the author, if they do not make ſome 


diſtinction between creating, and being the 
inſtrument of creation. It is the only ſub- 
terfuge, tho' an affront to common ſenſe, the 

can have recourſe to; for if they do fly to it, 
in the farſt place, it is falſe ; for the ſcriptures 


make no ſuch diſtinction. The ſcriptures 


have no where more expreſsly ſaid, that God 
created the world, than they have ſaid that 
3 CHRIST created the world. Aſk a 

eiſt, By whom was the world created? He 
muſt anſwer, By God: In the next place, it 
is abominably bad philoſophy ; for creation 


can admit of no inſtrumentality. The only 


definition that can be given of creation is, 
that it is working without either inſtruments, or 
materials for inſiruments to work upon. There- 
fore to teach that God created the worlds by 
an inſtrument who 1s not God, is not on! 


contemptible nonſenſe, but groſs atheiſm un- 
der the maſk of chriſtianity.* | 


FOR 


Since I wrote this, a ſmall tract was put into my hand, called, An 

peal to the common Senſe of all Chriſtian People, &c. It is the excurſion 
of one of the philoſophical divines, upon an evidence-deſtroying expe- 
dition. The author, I ſee, does not diſpute but that the divine attri- 
butes, ſuch as, eternity, omniſcience, omnipotence, omnipreſence, &c, 
are found applied ia ſcripture to Feſus Chriſt ; but I ſuppoſe he endeavours 
to prove, that theſe terms mean one thing when applied to him, and ano- 
ther when applied to God. This will be overturning evidence indeed! 
I have only conſulted him upon the work of creation's being attributed 
to that perſon; and as the fact will not deny, I find he is obliged to 
conſider him as an inferior inſtrument of creation. Surely, an inferior 


inſtrument to work upon nothing, is an idea peculiar to philoſophical di- 


vinity. I don't believe the common ſenſe of chriſtian people can attain 
any ſuch conception. It is eaſy enough to conceive, where there are 


2 in capacity, how one may perform by agreement or office, 
what m 


ay be aſcribed to another alſo: But an inferior injirument of cria- 
tion, is a definition of an idea not yet diſcloſed to the human mind, If 
C<far had been king of Macedonia, and Alexander, by office, be Om 
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Fon my own part, I have no manner of 
conception of ſuch working, after I am in- 
formed of the fact: therefore I never could 
have ſuppoſed it without information. Nei- 
ther can I comprehend the revealed nature 
of God: How can I? When I do not un- 
derſtand, more than the ſmalleſt inſect, how 
matter and ſpirit are made one in my own 
perſon ; or how eye and eye are united in 
ode perception, and yet each conveys — 
| (his —* _ W 0 


General, it is obvious to common ſenſe, with what propriety t might 
have been ſaid, that Ceſar conquered the world by Alexander; without 

ing from the ability of Alexander, to conquer the world for him- 
ſelt, and by himfelf: Or, if a man were about to make an aſtronomical 
obſervation, he might apply what eye he chuſed to the teleſcope ; be- 
cauſe they were both equally qualified. for the impreſſion, and equally 


ed ſtreß upon its being always faid, the world was created. 
Jeſus Chriſt; and is pleaſed to compare it with its being faid, 

the 1fraclites by the hand of Mees. I fee no impropriety in the 
compariſon, but that it does not auſwer his purpoſe. If God led that 

ple by Mofes ; certainly op was either naturally eapable of leadi 

hem according to God's mind, or God miraculouſly endowed him wi 
capacity for doing it. And by the fame rule, if God created the world 
y Jeſus Chriſt, he was either na ſufficient for executing that work 
to Ged's mind, or God endowed him with capacity fufficient 
for the work. But, unleſs Jeſus Chriſt is God, whichfoever way that 
author or his partiſans chuſe to explain it, it muſt follow, that creating 
no characteriſtic and incommunicable attribute of God. But if he 


connected with bis perception. Ihe author lays . 


whom creatures were created is not entitled to their homage and 


— wotſhipas God; i know not by what characters fuch philoſophers will 


male known to the common ſente of chriſtians that God whom they 
ought to worſhip. | 


_ Ts » curious need only further confult the laſt paragraph of this 
remarkable performance, in order to gain a juſt idea of its diſtinguiſhed 
merit and addreſs in criticiſm. In order to ſet aſide the difficalty he finds 
in God's faying, Let vs mate man, he tells his chriſtian readers, the ſtreſs 
of the difficulty lies in theſe two word · let u- and removes it by tel - 
ling them, God ſays ta the Iſraclites, let us reaſon tegrtber, which does not 
-imply their equality to him. To be ſure it does not; but it implics 
their ty for reaſoning, or being convinced by reaſoning : And it 
he had faid to them, let «s make, it would have implied their capacity 
-For creating ; or elſe that they were his aſſiſtants, apprentices or ſcho- 
lars he was calling to work with him. hut it would be vnbecoming 
the reverence due to holy things, to indulge, upon ſuch a ſubject, the 
"Joole reflections which ſuch corrupt rea ſoning upon the moſt ſacred 
truths, expreſſed in the-plaineſt terms, expoſes this author unto: One 
would hope ſuch a work will prove a ſnare but to few. 
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n 
whole idea to my perception. All compati- 
ſons to illuſtrate the teſtimony God has given 
of Himſelf muſt be imperfect, and are per- 
haps impertinent ;, but this they moſt cerz 
tainly ſhew, that many of the ſecrets of na- 
ture, tho certain facts, are as puzzling to out 
boaſted reaſon, as any thing God has revealed; 
And I know no good reaſon-the philoſophers 
have yet aſſigned, why God may not mortify 
their underſtandings with matters of faith, as 
well as with objects of ſenſe.” This I know, 
That God ſtretebed forth the heavens alone, 
and ſpread abroad the earth by himfelf; there 
fore Jesvs CHRIST is one with the Creator, 
otherwiſe the ſcriptures are falſe, © 


Bur the obſervation we are upon is ſuf; 
ciently illuſtrated.” It is alſo confirmed mot! 
fatally by the univerſal confent of hiſtory, from 
which it appears, that all mankind, tho' ET 


acknowledged that ſublime truth, the being 
a God, were nevertheleſs unvariably diſpoſed 
to fink and degenerate from the purity of It, 
into the moſt groſs and ſcandalous, abomina- 
tions and brutiſh Ignotance; fach, as Was à 
reproach to human nature, in the application 
of it; and this always in the very fame pro- 
portion, that the revealed accounts of God 
were neglected, corrupted, or loſt among men. 
From whence I infer, that if human pene- 
tration had had any ſhare in the diſcovery, 
theſe means maſt have preſerve it in purity: 
Which never was the cafe among any nation 
upon the face of the earth. I will not mor- 
tity the patrons of the religion of nature BY 
CNTELS © ©» | Tron 
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further upon this article, but leave them to 


lean what other inferences may be deduced 
from this inconteſtible fact, in favour of their 
dignity of human nature. At the ſame time 
I recommend to them the diſcuſſion of this 
queſtion, Whether is he who worſhippeth the 
work of his own head leſs an idolater, than 
he who worſhippeth the work of his own 
hands f | 


Icovrp not refuſe adding, in affent to 
what the author had faid, that it was indeed 
very ſtrange, that men ſhould ſo tenaciouſly 

ſt in pretending to maintain as a fact, 
what the human race could never furniſh out 
an example of; namely, a man who without 
the help of information hid diſcovered the 
being of a Creator; or even, the being of ag 
inviſible object of worſhip, and adoration : 
Whereas there have been millions of millions 


\ 


who have degraded their rational powers fo 


fat as to maintain the moſt brutal ideas of a 
Deity, and to do homage to him by the moſt | 
beaſtly and inhuman actions. It is very true, 

he replied, and for this very reaſon I would 
adviſe all mankind fo far. as I had acceſs, to 
beware of giving ear to philoſophical declaim- 
ers upon that great truth, and what relates 
to it: For, if we derive the acknowledge 
ment of it originally from revelation, nothing 
but revelation can preſerve it pure, and en- 
force that influence it ought to have upon 
our minds; and in the ſame degree we are 
drawn from. revelation, to truſt to reaſon and 


philoſophy in the cultivation of it, and the 


duties 


ml 
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duties and obligations therewith connected, 
in the ſame degree will we make ſhipwreck 
of that knowledge, if the fatal experience of 
all ages carries any evidence in it. 


I canNorT therefore underſtand how any 
man apologiſes to himſelf, for a ſcandalous 
and moſt criminal abuſe of his rational facul- 
ties, who has not ſtudied and examined the 
ſcriptures with more cloſe attention, than e- 
ver any mathematician or financer did the 
moſt intricate propoſition or calculation: E- 
very man knows that his duration in this 
world is aſſuredly as periſhable and uncertain 
as that of any tulip in a garden. He hears 
of a book which diſcovers and propoſes to- 
him an. eternal exiſtence, in a world whoſe 
excellency and beauty excells this incompa- 
rably more, than the light of the ſun ſurpaſſes 


the ſhadows which fall where it is obſtructed ; 


A world where the Creator conſtitutes him- 
ſelf the original and ſubſtance of every ſha- 
dowy created perfection and excellency, which 
he allows us a tranfient glance and enjoyment 
of here. He hears of theſe things, and yet he 
either ' affronts 'the diſcovery with his con- 
tempt and negle& ; or being importuned by 
more neceſſary concerns, he cannot find lei- 
ſure to examine it, and contents himſelf with 
taking occaſionally other people's report of 
the matter, whoſe credit and judgment he 


would not prefer to his own in the moſt tri- 


fling affair of life: Notwithſtanding he is aſ- 
ſured in the diſcovery, that every perſon's 
individual ſecurity for inheriting a ſhare in 
3 | | that 
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that world, is in enſibly connected with 
his on ecebing the e fry, and per- 
ceiving the evidence for it, which nb diſ- 
coverefr gives in his teſtimony; and which 
no teſtimoſiy on earth can ſuperſede, render 


Bou r, ſetting aſide the whole i importance 
of the. matter; is it poſſible that any man of 
ſenſe can treat the preſumption of a revela- 
tion with indifference, and not prefer the ar- 
TFiving at a point of certainty upon the ſub- 

JeR, to all other engagements Is it an af- 
nt to any man's underſtanding ſupinely to 
.acquieſce in God's being the author of the 
riptures, and not be enflamed with as much 
Ardour; as to ſuppoſe, that if it is ſo, then 


: certainly God muſt ſhine in His writings as 


an author, as much as he does in his works 
as à creator. If his word, if the breath of 
- His mouth, brought forth into being this vaſt 
and incomprehenſible world, nature with all 
its powers; ſo conſummate and unſearch- 
able, that all nations, when left to them- 
felyes, have acknowledged it, as God; what 
* muſt a volume of words ſpoken by him'who 
16 omnĩpotent in power, infallible in truth, 
and infinite in knowledge, be? Each ſentence 
of which, if applied to that purpoſe, muſt 
have been ſufficient to pronounce ſuch ago- 


p ther univerſe as this into exiſtence. Shall 


. reptiles like we, after our toilſome labour of 


e correcting, blotting out, and interli- 
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$12, faid I to the author, you haye rejecs, 
ted the light of nature, and I muſt acknows 
edge have overturned it, with me at leaſt, in 

> many ſenſes, that I begin to be anxious to 
hear in what ſenſe. you maintain it. You 
will permit me to obſerve to you, he anſwer- 
ed, in order to your underſtanding me diſtinct- 
ly, wherein the eſſential difference lils be- 
een us and other creatures. We have 
lenſes and paſſions in common with brutes; 
to guide theſe, they have unerring inſtinct, 
in diſtinction from us, and we are ennobled 
with reaſon in diſtinction from them. I no- 
ticed a little above, that in order to conſtitute 
reaſon, it was neceſſary man ſhould be edu- 
cated, taught by precept and example, an 
have the principles of knowledge implanted 
in his mind, before he arrive at either capa- 
city or.attention to examine them. Without 
theſe the mind of man would be in a worſe 
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ſtate than that of the brute creation, 
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Tais then is plainly and evidently the 
nature of man; and it is a certain fact, known 
to all men, which philoſophy cannot over- 
turn. Whatever knowledge therefore is im · 
planted in man by the above means, is natu- 


Tal knowledge; it is the light of nature: Not 


becauſe we all can either diſcover it or de- 
monſtrate it by evidence deduced from na - 
ture; but, becauſe all men acquire it in a 24. 
tural way, tho none could have giſcovered 
it. Every thing therefore which. can be con+ 
fidered as univerſal. among mankind, is 24. 
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verſal knowledge, diſcover and proye em- 
ſelves not to be the reſult of reaſoning, by 
the variations they undergo, in different party 
and ages of the world; whereas, there is a 
ſtated uniformity and agreement in theſe 
pieces of knowledge, which are the reſult of 
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cannot be -a more plain and 
eonvineing example given of this, than the 


uſe of language. It is univerſal, and natural 


to men: Yet it is not the product of reaſon; 


dut on the contrary, the knowledge of it is 


fundamentally neceſſary to forming us ra- 
tional creatures; for it is by means of it, we 

:quire a rational uſe of our ideas. Tho' it 

univerſal and natural, no human creature 
would ſpeak unleſs taught: And tho' lan- 
Zuage is univerſal, yet there is nothing more 
diverſified among men. In all theſe things; 
the acknowledgement of a God and the ſtat. 


of language in the world are parallel. 


+ FT CANNOT take upon me to enumerate 
all the branches of tbe light of nature con- 
fidered in this view; but the moſt general and 
important of them are: The uſe of language; 
the acknowledgement of a God the object of 


worſhip ; the knowledge of our relations, and 


f our natural and civil connections, with the 
obligations that ariſe therefrom, which yet 


no man would have diſcovered if he had been 


reared in the ignorance of them; the diſtinc- 


tion between right and wrong, which, tho in 


ode things is agteed on among men, yet is, and 
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podes in order to diſcover him: They art like 
men who ſhould wiſely engage in framing a 
new language, out of the loaſe letters af the 
alphabet, in order to demonſtrata Ann 
ſpeak cheir mother. tongue. N 
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has been very variable, in many important 
caſes, in different ages and kv the con+ 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, which is regulated by the 
former ; the belief of a future ſtate ; the fear 
of puniſhment, and a ſyſtem of worſhip which 
acknowledges demerit and deprecates Denis 
ment, &c. We may add to theſe, national, 
characteriſtic habits and cuſtoms, and turns 
of thinking, But it is worthy of the obſerva- 
tion of all the philoſophical Theologiſts, that 
there is not to be traced in any ſyſtem of ſym: 
bolical worſhip among either Tews or Pagans, 
the leaſt veſtige of any religious: rite, action or 
ceremony, which ſo much as implied perſonal 
merit or title to happineſs. That was hatch= 
ed among the philoſophers and good- men 
makers, and confined to their ethics. I 


don't mean that the neceſſity: of fitneſs for 
unmerited happineſs was not inculcated. But 


to conclude, the knowledge of a God is the 
firſt principle of all knowledge; and 1 
Who attempt to diſcover and Kock him 


by knowledge, or rather hat they call ld. 


invert the divine deſign of both revelation 
and nature. They are like men Who, not 


ſatisfied with ſeeing the ſun in their own-he- 


miſphere, undertake to dig thro to the anti- 


Oven nhiloſopders tulk, Fi . 
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(wy 
about the dignity of human nature; but phi- 
loſophy will never diſcover to them its true 
grandeur, the perfection of its deſtination, 
and that elevated dignity which He, who 
breathed into man his ſoul, and muſt beſt 
know its powers and capacity, has laid out 
for it. I am afraid, faid'I, that the philoſo- 
phers have confounded the hn; 
dignity of human nature together, or rather 
given us the one for the other; whereas the 
reater our capacity is, the greater is our in- 
amy and the baſeneſs of our nature, if that 
"capacity is proſtituted and miſapplied. But 
tho we were all angels, what are our excel- 
Jency and endowments to him who formed 
them ? Muſt we plead the gifts which His 
own tullneſs of goodneſs has ſhed down 
upon us, as the price of his future favours 
-and kindneſs to us; and enhance our own 
importance and value with him, by ſpreading 
forth and ſtrutting in our own imaginary 
'brilliancy before him, as the peacock does if 
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I there is vice in human nature, our 
leading the merit of virtue muſt certain] 


1 e, in the account of a Creator, adjudged the 


moſt reprobate ſtage of it. Pray, what werr 
e before he made us what we are ? Nothing. 
Does he bye under any obligations to us? 
None. Can we aſſign any reaſon then, why 
we ſhould not once more become nothing 
again, if it ſhould pleaſe omnipotent wiſ- 
dem? Has the Moſt High, by creation, di- 


veſted hicnſelſ of power ta diſpoſe of his orca 
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tures as he pleaſes, without their own con- 


ſent and approbation ? Have we no other 


ſtandard for aſcertaining the goodneſs of the 


Creator, but the meaſure of our meriting it? 
And ſuppoſing we did ſo, cannot the Creator 
be kind to whom he pleaſes, tho they merit 
no good at his hand, but the contrary? If 
we receive the reward of our deſerts, we cer- 
tainly can have nothing to object, why the 
Creator may not be as kind as he pleaſes to 
unworthy creatures; ſtill they are his crea- 
tures, and, we muſt allow, he may do with 
his own what he pleaſes, unleſs we are as 
wicked and - envious as the labourers in the 
vineyard. 2 3 Gar DD LIFHIS n <q 3 


W nr r you Judiciouſly urges replied th 
author; is unanſwerable; bat the brightenin 
of evidence and overturning' of oHections, 
ſometimes produces a very contrary effect, to 
what indifferent people would expect. The 
Deity of the moraliſts is not an independent 
Creator, but a limited monarch; who has 


ſome law of their conceiving above him. 


But it is their misfortune, that they have ne. 
ver ſtudied the plan of their ow. conſtitu- 
tions, otherwiſe they would have perceived, 
that God, without deſcending from the ſo- 
vereign independency of His goodneſs as a 
Creator, propoſed to be inconceivably kinder 
to man than they could have imagined. 
They would alſo have perceived, that it was 
ſo far from putting any affront upon human 
nature, to maintain its incapacity for diſco- 


vering ſpiritual truths, that it was + 
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2-dignity. to it, which the moſt ſelf · ſufficient 
preſumption could not have ſuggeſted. to men. 
As it was no leſs in effect, than faying that 
human nature was formed for deriving and 
maintaining its intelligence and correipons 
dence with ſpiritual truths, upon the fame 
plan that aur body i is formed for its inter- 
courſe with, and enjoyment of nature, or the 
World without us * and that divine informa- 
jag was as neceſſary a medium to our know» 
ene, of ſpiritual things, as light is to our 
e acquaintance with the beauties, the 
4 and; the riches. of nature. This is 


propoſing... to me — what indeed it would 
never have entered into their minds to flatter 


themſelves with, namely, the ſame relation to, 
property in the Ce, as is eſtabliſſied 
tween greatures of this weeld,: an . 
yy b d them. 2 


4 — convinced. . ſaid, I, that it muſt be 
ad that it can be for no other, reaſon, 
a has both ſo extended and 

Ne e ſtupenduous frame of the na- 
fs world; and:concealed the principles and 
and 9 which, as a ſyſtem, it is con- 
d mag penetration, but in order 
e for e e the privilege of diſco- 
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vering himſelt, and tis boyndles fullneſs, to 


catyres:capable of receiving the diſcovery. 
Es propoſes to conſtitute himſelf a world 
the maintainance and enjoyment of our 
ſpirits, certainly the geandeur af that world 
muſt be as ſuperior to this, as infinite omni- 


9 U its own productions: And ke 


* . 
D q 
| 


SD Gar RET S 75 7 87 afp N 


A BT BAC STAT LASS 


i 14% hy 
the Creator has rendered our knowledge and 
correſpondence fo cloſe and immediate with 
a world ſo infinitely inferior to himſelf, can 
the pride of man be ſo rank, and fo abturd, 
as to preſume, that his connection with 
the infinite Apthor of all things, muſt be of 
his own planning, and maintained by his own 
Witdom and imaginations, | 


; 

Wu ar do the patrons of natural religion 
mean, to propoſe to mankind ſo groſs an ab- 
ſurdity and denial of omnipotence, as to aſſert, 
that God could not convey a revelation to 
his creatures, unleſs they were previouſly qua- 
lified for diſcovering him without one? Are 
they afraid of a God who inherits any powers, 
but ſuch as they are pleaſed to aſſign to bim 


and permit him to have? Has he who crea- 


ted man, diveſted himſelf of capacity to touch 
the mind of man, and to make his under- 
ſtanding feel his power in what manner he 
pleaſes ? Cannot he who is infinite in power 
create the mind of man in the ſame ftate, as 
the ſenſes of man were in before. they were 
affected by ſenſible objects? And cannot he 
act the ſame-part to the powers of the under 
ſtanding, which he has made light and air 
do to our eyes and ears? At this rate, there 
could not ſuch a thing as inſpiration ; 
which can be nothing but the mind feeling 
irſelf influenced and enlarged with divine 
powers, which it is conſcious are not its own. 
But if God, by that or any other means, can 
make us know what we could not other- 
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wiſe have conceived ; I muſt be alſo” of the 
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mind, that the Author of our beings has 
power to make himſelf known to us, tho we 
24 reviouſly ignorant of him. What power 
2 hlalophical God may have, I will not take 
upon me to determine. #1 


Ir ſuch unbecoming ſentiments of the 
Creator flow from ignorance, replied the au- 
thor, when they know better the revealed 
nature of God, and the : conſtitution of 
their own frame, they will alter their ſen- 
timents. B 
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_ DeyeNDANCE is the unalterable charae- 
teriſtic of a creature. This dependance is 
two-fold : One immediately upon the Crea- 
tor; to the word of whoſe power we, and all 
nature, owe the continuation of our exiſtence 
every moment. We have no ſecurity againſt 
our dropping into nothing at any moment. of 
time, but the immutabllity of bis purpoſe 
who continues us in being. The charaQter- 
iſtic properties of matter bear all the marks 
of unchangeable duration: But can more ir- 
reſiſtible evidence be produced, to determine, 
that the Creator has feſerved the knowledge 
of himſelf among men for his own diſcovery, 
than his having ſo cloathed that, which ex- 
iſts every moment only by his will, with all 
the appearance of unchangeableneſs ? An at- 
tribute which, nevertheleſs, can belong to 
nothing but God. The very ſuppoſition of 
the annihilation of matter, 1s an idea which 
could never have entered into the heart of 
man. God only could tell us, that matter rope 
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be reduced into that ſtate. That ne place, 


could de found for it; which is ng leſs than 
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Bur there is e dependance Adis 


tial to created beings,” confidering them ag 


alive; and chat is a Afem of powers reared for 
Maintaining, rting and entertaining 
them, 'with principles of life and objects of 


enjoyment. All — beings depend upon 


the heavens and the earth; Their 5 


is in that ſyſtem, and their abſolute de 
dance is upon it. Were the powers of that | 
eat engine to be uſp ended for one moment, 
nature, and all the diſtinguiſhing proper 
ties in which the numberleſs adobe on earth 
ate diſplayed; * would become Arterly extin- 
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0 o w-if God has endowed us with ſpirits, 
cagableof: immortality, and df an exiſtence 


independent of the frame of nature, RKately 


arid unbounded by our coneeptions as it is i 
what one reaſon have we to preſume, conſi- 
dering cheſe ſpirits of ours are creatures, as 
much as any plant is, that grows in the waſte 
were the fogt of man never trod: that they 
will be, or are intended to be preſerved in 
being, without the ſu any tyſtem 
to maintain them in life, W Fon 
with happineſs nn od = 15% $554 00% 
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